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Winchester occupied a position of im- 
portance during the Civil War, as it did 
during the French and Indian War of 
the previous century, when it was the 
center of defense against enemy raids 
from across the Allegheny Mountains to 
the west. Its importance during the Civil 
War was in its position as gateway to the 
Shenandoah Valley from whence went a 
continued supply of grain and cattle to 
feed the Army of Northern Virginia. The 
several roads leading from Winchester 
made it a most convenient jumping. off 


place for destructive Confederate raids 


on the C. & O. Canal and the B. & O. 
Railroad, both vital to the Federal Gov- 
ernment in transporting supplies from 
the Mid-West to the East; one of the 
most important of these supplies was 
coal for the fleet of naval vessels used 
to blockade the Confederacy. These di- 
verging roads provided an easy gateway 
to invasion of the North and East, as 
demonstrated by Lee’s lieutenants on sev- 
eral occasions. Any concentration or 
movement of Confederate troops in the 
vicinity of Winchester constituted a 
threat to Washington, where the admin- 
istration frequently was panicked by 
maneuvers of Jackson or Early. 


Militarily, Winchester and the Shenan- 
doah Valley had value only to the Con- 
federacy. The Valley runs from the south- 
west to the northeast and, as has been 
said, during the War was like a dagger 
aimed at the heart of Washington. Any 
Federal force moving up the Valley 
would be moving farther from Richmond 
as it advanced; conversely, a Confederate 
force moving down the Valley would 
move closer to Washington with every 
step. Winchester’s value to the South was 
recognized by the North; both wished to 
control the town and the issue was con- 
tested hotly. 


Some of the town’s citizens remained 
loyal to the government; many more 
were devoted to the Confederacy and 
some, particularly among the Quakers, 
wished to remain neutral. The command- 
ers on both sides had their informants 
among the citizens, and residents were 
arrested by both armies for known or 
suspected’ disloyalty and were imprison- 
ed or exiled. 


The town suffered physical damage at 
the hands of both armies. Legend has it 
that Winchester changed hands seventy- 
two times during the four years of war, 
many buildings being burned or other- 
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wise destroyed. The court house, most ot 
the churches, and many residences were 
used as hospitals by both sides. The 
Medical College at the north-west cor- 
ner of Stewart and Boscawen Streets was 
burned by Federal troops in retaliation 
for alleged indignities by medical stud- 
ents in 1859 to the body of John Brown’s 
son, killed at Harper’s Ferry; the Union 
Hotel on Cameron Street was burned as 
were other public buildings, and the 
home of James Mason on Amherst Street 
was destroyed. Families were evicted 
from their homes by Federal officers de- 
siring to use these homes as_head- 
quarters or hospitals; the Logan home 
at the south-west corner of Braddock 
and Piccadilly Streets was used as head- 
quarters by Generals Milroy and Sheri- 
dan, the latter starting on his famous 
‘ride’ from this residence in 1864 when 
his army met with near disaster at the 
Battle of Cedar Creek. 


General “Stonewall” Jackson’s Head- 
quarters is now (1982) a museum owned 
by the City of Winchester at 415 North 
Braddock Street and administered by the 
Winchester-Frederick County Historical 
Society. 


Three battles were fought in and a- 
round Winchester during the War, one 
of major importance in numbers en- 
gaged and results attained. On May 25, 
1862, General “Stonewall” Jackson drove 
General N. P. Banks from Winchester in 
a continuing action which began on May 
23 at Front Royal and continued through 
Middletown and Kernstown to Winches- 
ter. This action, known as the “First 
Battle of Winchester’, might correctly 
be called a delaying action by Banks 
rather than a battle. In June of 1863, the 
2nd Corps of the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia under General R. S. Ewell was 
engaged at Winchester during its march 
to Gettysburg for three days with a divi- 
sion under General Milroy. This is call- 
ed the “Second Battle of Winchester”. 
On September 19, 1864, was fought the 
major action between the forces of Gen- 
eral Sheridan and General Jubal A. 
Early; this battle, called by the. North 
the “Battle of the Opequon” and, by the 
South the “Third Battle of Winchester”, 
resulted in the loss of Winchester and 
the Shenandoah Valley to the Confed- 
eracy during the remaining months of 
the war. Early retreated to Fisher’s Hill 
where he was defeated again by Sheridan 
on September 22, and, on October 19, 


Early met defeat for the third time at 
the hands of Sheridan when he attacked 
the Federal army at Cedar Creek. 


Following this series of battles, the 
Confederates withdrew from the Valley, 
which remained under control of the 
Federals. The gateway to invasion of the 
North was closed, and the ability of the 
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Valley to feed Lee’s army was destroyed 
when Sheridan burned the mills and 
barns and drove off the livestock. Leav- 
ing a force in and around Winchester, 
Sheridan and his hard-riding cavalry 
joined Grant’s army around Petersburg 
and played a leading role in the final 
battles of the War. 


JAMES E. FREW 
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Opposing Forces at Kernstown 
March 23, 1862 


Confederate — Gen. Jackson 


Garnett’s Brigade — 2nd Va.; 4th Va.; 5th Va.; 27th Va.; 33rd Va.; Rockbridge Bat- 
tery; West Augusta Battery;'Carpenter’s Battery. 


Burk’s Brigade — 21st Va.; 42nd Va.; 1st Va. (Irish Battalion; Pleasant’s Battery. 


Fulkerson’s Brigade — 23rd Va.; 37th Va.; Lanier’s Battery. 


Ashby’s Cavalry — 7th Va.; Chew’s Battery. 


Federal — Gen. Shields, Col. Kimball 


Kimball’s Brigade — 14th Ind.; 8th Ohio; 67th Ohio; 84th Pennsylvania. 


Sullivan’s Brigade — 39th T11.; 13th Ind.; 5th Ohio; 29th Ohio. 


Tyler’s Brigade — 7th Ind.; 7th Ohio; 29th Ohio; 110th Pennsylvania; 1st West Vir- 


ginia. 


Daum’s Artillery — Batteries A and B, West Virginia; Batteries H and L, 1st Ohio; 


Battery E, 4th U. S. 


Brodhead’s Cavalry — 1st Squadron, Pennsylvania; 3 Independent Companies, Mary- 
land: battalion, lst West Virginia; Companies A and C, 1st Ohio; battalion, 1st 


Michigan. 
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Battle of Kernstown 


March 23, 1862 


When General T. J. Jackson learned 
that General N. P. Banks commanding 
the 5th Corps, had crossed the Potomac 
and was advancing on Winchester, he 
abandoned the town and retreated up the 
Shenandoah Valley. Banks occupied Win- 
chester on March 12, 1862, and followed 
the retreating Confederates. The forces 
met at Fisher’s Hill in a brisk fight on 
March 17 in which the Confederates were 
defeated and forced to continue their 
retreat up the Valley. The Federal divi- 
sion under General James Shields which 
was pursuing Jackson, followed on March 
18 to Woodstock, where the infantry 
halted; the cavalry continued to Mount 
Jackson, where it learned that the Con- 
federates had crossed the Shenandoah 
River. Shields started on his return to 
Winchester on March 19 and reported 
upon his arrival to General Banks that 
Jackson had left the Valley. Banks there- 
upon ordered his forces, except the divi- 
sion commanded ky Shields, east of the 
Blue Ridge and, on March 22, departed 
for Washington. 


Col. Turner Ashby, commanding Jack- 
son’s cavalry, had scouted Shields’ return 
to Winchester and, on March 22, attack- 
ed the Federal outposts at Kernstown. 
General Shields moved out immediately 
with reenforcements and forced Ashby 
to retire; Shields was wounded during 
this fight and turned over his command 
to Colonel Kimball. The fight was re- 
sumed on the morning of the 23rd east 
of the Valley Turnpike (Route 11) at 
Kernstown with Colonel Nathan Kimball 
commanding; Colonel Tyler’s brigade 
was held in reserve. General Jackson 
reached Kernstown at about 2 P. M. after 
a forced march and pressed the attack 


against Shields. Soon after his arrival, 
Jackson shifted the attack from the east 
to the west and attempted to turn Shields’ 
right flank, leaving Ashby with his 290 
troopers and three guns to continue the 
fight east of the highway. The forces met 
on Sandy Ridge just west of Kernstown. 
Shields had left Colonel Sullivan’s bri- 
gade to hold Ashby and now called up 
Colonel Tyler, who had been in reserve. 
The Federal artillery was posted on 
Pritchard’s Hill, from which point they 
poured a hot fire on the Confederates 
advancing along Sandy Ridge. The fight 
continued until dark, when the out- 
numbered Confederates, their ammuni- 
tion depleted, were forced to retreat. 


At dawn on the 24th the Federals took 
up the pursuit. General Banks had re- 
turned with General Williams’ division, 
and skirmishing was resumed on March 
25th. Jackson retreated to Woodstock, 
and the Federals went into camp at 
Fisher’s Hill until April 1st, awaiting 
supplies; on April 20 they occupied 
Harrisonburg. Confederate losses. at 
Kernstown were 718 from a force of 3000 
infantry, 290 cavalry and 27 guns; Fed- 
eral losses were 590 from a force of 6000 
infantry, 750 cavalry and 24 guns. 


Although General Jackson was defeat- 
ed at Kernstown, his attack prevented 
the transfer of Federal troops from Win- 
chester to re-enforce General McClellan 
on the Peninsula. This was not the reason 
behind his attack, however; he had been 
misinformed concerning the number of 
Federal troops in Winchester, and hoped 
to reoccupy that town and so regain con- 
trol of the Shenandoah Valley, so vital 
to the Confederacy. 


First Battle of Winchester 


May 25, 1862 


General “Stonewall” Jackson struck at 
Front Royal in a surprise attack on May 
23, 1862, routing and capturing most of 
the one thousand Federal troops station- 
ed there. It is interesting to note that 
in this attack, the 1st Maryland (Con- 
federate) captured the ist Maryland 
(Federal) commanded by Colonel Kenly. 
General N. P. Banks at his headquarters 
in Strasburg, learning of the fighting at 
Front Royal, clung to the belief that it 
was but a cavalry raid. Jackson’s move- 
ments in the Valley had been so well 
screened by Colonel Ashby’s cavalry that 
Banks believed that Jackson was in the 
vicinity of Harrisonburg, some sixty 
miles up the Valley. Colonel Gordon, 
commanding the 3rd Brigade under 
Banks, insisted that it was not a cavalry 
raid but an attack in force by Jackson’s 
force of 17,000 men and urged Banks to 
retire to his base at Winchester. 


General Banks refused to be convinced 
of his danger and delayed his movement 
to Winchester until March 24. Jackson 
had moved out on the Front Royal road 
to Winchester planning to cut off Banks’ 
move in that direction; ordering Ewell 
to continue on the Front Royal road, 
Jackson moved west toward the Valley 
Pike with Ashby’s cavalry in advance. 
Striking the Pike near Middletown, the 
Confederates found the road crowded 
with Banks’ trains moving toward Win- 
chester and attacked immediately. In a 
short time the road was clogged with 
burning wagons and dead horses; the 
cavalry escort fled to the west pursued 
by those of Ashby’s cavalry who had not 
stopped to loot the captured wagons. The 
Federal column was thrown into con- 
fusion by the attack, some of the troops 
retreating toward Strasburg while others 
continued toward Winchester with the 
Confederates in pursuit. 


At about 2 A. M. on March 25, the Fed- 


eral troops reached Winchester, exhaust- 
ed after the running fight. Col. Gordon 
posted his brigade along a ravine south 
and west of the town, and Col. Donnelly 
posted his brigade on high ground cov- 
ering the Front Royal road at Abraham’s 
Creek crossing, south and east of Win- 
chester; each brigade had a battery of 
guns, and Colonel Brodhead commanded 
a detachment of Michigan cavalry on the 
extreme right of the Federal line. Gen- 
eral Banks and General A. S. Williams, 
division commander, retired to the Tay- 
lor Hotel when they reached Winchester, 
leaving Col. Gordon in command of the 
some 4000 Federal troops awaiting the 
attack of the pursuing Confederates. The 
10th Maine Infantry was on provost duty 
in Winchester at this time. 


Jackson had been compelled to allow 
his exhausted troops two hours of much 
needed rest and, at 5 A. M., ordered an 
advance. As his batteries opened he 
heard the sound of firing in the east and 
knew that Ewell was pressing forward 
in that direction. Federal resistance was 
stubborn and it was not until three hours 
later that Gordon’s right flank was rolled 
up by an attack by General Dick Taylor’s 
brigade. General Trimble flanked Don- 
nelly’s position at about the same time 
and the Federal troops retreated through 
Winchester and out along the Martins- 
burg Pike. The Confederate cavalry un- 
der Ashby and Steuart was ineffective 
and the Federal troops continued their 
retreat to the Potomac, crossing to safety 
at Williamsport. 


Jackson’s efforts were rewarded by 
capture of valuable supplies at Winches- 
ter and at Martinsburg, including a great 
store of much needed medical supplies. 
During the action on May 23, 24 and 25 
Banks lost 3000 men, most of whom were 
captured; Jackson lost 400 men during 
the three days of running fight. 


Opposing Forces at Winchester 


FIRST BATTLE 
May 25, 1862 


Confederate — Gen. Jackson 


Winder’s Brigade — 2nd Va.; 4th Va.; 5th Va.; 27th Va.; 33rd Va. 
Campbell’s Brigade — 21st Va.; 42nd Va.; 48th Va.; Ist Va. (Irish) Battalion. 
Taliaferro’s Brigade — 10th Va.; 23rd Va.; 37th Va. 


Crutchfield’s Artillery — Batteries: Carpenter’s, Caskie’s, Cutshaw’s, Poague’s, Wood- 
ings. 


Ashby’s Cavalry — 7th Va.; Chew’s Battery. 


Ewell’s Division 


Scott’s Brigade — 44th Va.; 52nd Va.; 58th Va. 

Elzey’s Brigade — 13th Va.; 3lst Va.; 25th Va.; 12th Georgia. 
Trimble‘’s Brigade — 21st N. C.; 21st Ga.; 15th Ala.; 16th Miss. 
Taylor’s Brigade — 6th La.; 7th La.; 8th La.; 9th La.; La. Bn. 
Artillery — Batteries: Latimer’s, Lusk’s, Raines’, Rice’s. 
Steuvart’s Cavalry — 2nd Va.; 6th Va. 


Federal — Gen. Banks 
Williams’ Division 


Donnelly’s Brigade — 5th Conn.; 28th N. Y.; 46th Pa.; 1st Md. 
Gordon’s Brigade — 2nd Mass.; 29th Pa.; 27th Ind.; 3rd Wis. 
Brodhead’s Cavalry — list Mich. (5 companies). 

Artillery — Batteries: M, lst N. Y.; F, Pa.; F, 4th U. S. 
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Opposing Forces at Winchester 


SECOND BATTLE 
June 14, 1863 


Federal — Gen. H. R. Milroy 
2nd Division, 8th Corps. 


Ist Brigade — Gen. Elliott — 110th Ohio; 116th Ohio; 122nd Ohio; 123rd Ohio; 12th 
Pa. Cavalry; 13th Pa. Cavalry; Battery L, 5th U. S. Artillery. 


2nd Brigade — Col. Ely — 87th Pa.; 12th West Va.; 18th Conn.; 5th Md.; Battery D, 
1st West Virginia; Co. K, lst West Virginia; Companies D and E, 3rd West Vir- 
ginia. 

3rd Brigade — Col. McReynolds — 6th Md.; 67th Pa.; lst N. Y. Cavalry; Baltimore 
Battery. 

Heavy Artillery — Capt. Martin — 14th Mass., manning 4 20-pound Parrotts and 2 
24-pound howitzers at Fort Milroy. 


Confederate — Lt. Gen. Richard S. Ewell 
2nd Corps., Army of Northern Virginia 


Division of General Jubal A. Early: 
Hay’s Brigade: La. 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th. 
Hoke’s Brigade: N. C. 6th, 21st and 57th. 
Smith’s Brigade: Va. 31st, 49th and 52nd. 
Gordon's Brigade: Ga. 13th, 26th, 31st, 38th, 60th and 61st. 


Artillery: Carrington’s (Charlottesville) Va. Battery; Tanner’s Va. Battery (Court- 
ney Art’y); Green’s La. Battery (Guard Art’y.); Garber’s Va. Battery (Staun- 
ton Art’y.). 


Division of Major General Edward “Allegheny” Johnson: 
Steuart’s Brigade: Ist Md. Btn.; Ist N. C.; 3rd N. C.; 10th Va.; 23rd Va.; 37th Va. 
Nicholl’s Brigade: La. Ist, 2nd, 10th, 14th and 15th. 
Stonewall Brigade — Brig. Gen. James A. Walker: Va. 2nd, 4th, 5th, 27th and 
33rd. 
Jones’ Brigade: Va. 21st, 25th, 42nd and 44th; 48th and 50th. 


Artillery: 
Dement’s Ist Md. Battery; Carpenter’s Va. (Allegheny) Battery; Brown’s Md. 
(Chesapeake) Battery; Raine’s Va. (Lee) Battery. 


Corps’ Artillery Reserve: 
Watson’s Va. (2nd Richmond Howitzers) Battery; Smith’s Va. (3rd Richmond 
Howitzers) Battery; Cunningham’s Va. (Powhatan) Battery; Graham’s Va. (Rock- 
bridge) Battery; Griffin’s Va. (Salem) Battery; Kirkpatrick’s Va. (Amherst) Bat- 
tery; Milledge’s Ga. Battery. 
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Second Battle of Winchester 


June 13, 14, 15, 1863 


In the summer of 1863 General Robert 
H. Milroy was stationed in Winchester 
with some 6900 Federal troops to break 
up Confederate raids on the C. & O. 
Canal and the B. & O. Railroad. At the 
opening of the Gettysburg campaign 
General R. S. Ewell with his 2nd Corps, 
moved down the Shenandoah Valley on 
his way to Pennsylvania where he would 
join the other corps of Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia on its invasion of the 
North. Milroy had learned of this move- 
ment and advised Washington that he 
could hold Winchester if re-enforced by 
troops from Hooker’s army then moving 
north between Lee’s army and Washing- 
ton. 


On Friday, June 12, a patrol consisting 
of part of the 87th Pennsylvania Infan- 
try, the 13th Pennsylvania Cavalry, a 
section from Battery L of the 5th U. S. 
Artillery, and commanded by Colonel 
Schall of the 87th, collided with a Con- 
federate advance unit composed of the 
Maryland Battalion and the 14th Virginia 
Cavalry on the J. Chrisman farm north 
of Middletown on the Valley Turnpike. 
The Confederates were ambushed and 
driven back with a loss of 50 dead and 
wounded and 37 captured. 


The following day, June 13, Federal 
patrols reported the Confederates ad- 
vancing in force along the Front Royal 
road toward Winchester. Milroy signaled 
Colonel McReynols, stationed in Berry- 
ville with 1800 men, to abandon that 
town and to retire to Winchester. Ewell 
had sent General Rodes to Berryville to 
capture the troops there but McReynolds 
reached Winchester safely and was post- 
ed in Star Fort. The division wagon 
guard at Bunker Hill commanded by 
Major Morris and consisting of one com- 
pany of the Ist New York Cavalry, two 
companies of the 87th Pennsylvania In- 
fantry and two companies of the 116th 
Ohio Infantry fought off Jenkin’s cavalry 
which had accompanied Rodes on his 
move to Berryville and returned with 
some loss to Winchester. There was some 
street fighting in Winchester, with skir- 
mishing east of town on the 13th and 
continuing on the 14th. 


General Milroy on the 14th, ordered 


Colonel Kiefer to occupy West Fort with 
the 110 and 116th Ohio Infantry and 
Battery L of the 5th U. S. Artillery, the 
guns commanded by Lieutenant Ran- 
dolph. West Fort was an uncompleted 
strong point about a mile west of Fort 
Milroy which was located just north-west 
of Winchester. Ewell had sent General 
J. A. Early with his division by a circui- 
tous route west of Winchester to a posi- 
tion near Little North Mountain, this 
movement being unobserved by the Fed- 
erals whose attention was centered on 
General Gordon with his Georgia troops 
and some guns on Bowers Hill, south of 
Fort Milroy. At 4 P. M. on the 14th Early 
opened with 20 guns on West Fort and, 
under this artillery cover, Hays’ brigade 
attacked and drove the Federals from 
West Fort to Fort Milroy. The Confeder- 
ate attack then was centered on Fort 
Milroy and Star Fort. Without help from 
Hooker, Milroy knew that he was fighting 
a losing battle and made preparations to 
retreat. 


During the night of the 14th Milroy 
ordered his guns spiked and, abandoning 
his wagons, led his troops from Fort Mil- 
roy and Star Fort at 1 A. M. on the 15th 
along the Martinsburg Pike. Ewell had 
anticipated such movement and had or- 
dered General Johnson with his division 
to march east of Winchester to intercept 
the move toward Martinsburg. Johnson 
marched through the night and reached 
the kridge across the railroad near 
Stephenson as Milroy approached from 
Winchester, three miles distant. 


Johnson’s attack was unexpected in the 
dark but the retreating Federal troops 
put up a stiff resistance and casualties 
were suffered on both sides: however, 
the Federals were without artillery, their 
guns having been left in the abandoned 
forts, and their muskets could not long 
stand against the Confederate guns. The 
retreat became a rout and many prison- 
ers were taken by the Confederates. 
Some of the Federals escaped to the west 
and crossed the Potomac at Hancock, 
while others, with General Milroy, made 
good their escape along the Martinsburg 
Pike. The Federal losses from June 12 to 
and including June 15 were 95 killed, 373 
wounded and 5039 missing and captured. 
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ee Battles of Winchester 


SEP TEMBERII9,1864. 


Third Battle of Winchester 


Also known as the Battle of the Opequon 
September 19, 1864 


General P. H. Sheridan relieved David 
Hunter in command of the Army of the 
Shenandoah on August 7, 1864, opposing 
General Jubal A. Early in command of 
the Confederate forces. Early had 
panicked the administration by his ap- 
pearance in front of Washington on July 
11 after defeating General Lew Wallace 
at Monocacy. He had ordered McCaus- 
land to burn Chambersburg on his raid 
into Pennsylvania and had forced Hagers- 
town and Frederick to pay tribute in 
order to avoid a like fate. General Aver- 
ell had defeated the Confederates under 
General Ramseur at Winchester on July 
20 and, on July 24, Early defeated Gen- 
erals Crook and Averell at Kernstown, 
recapturing the prisoners taken by Aver- 
ell four days previously. Early held com- 
plete control over the Shenandoah, Val- 
ley, whose agricultural resources were 
of great value to Lee’s Army of Northern 
Virginia. The Valley had no military 
value to the North, and Grant was de- 
termined to destroy its great value to 
the South. After considering several gen- 
eral officers who might be capable of 
carrying out the destruction of the Val- 
ley’s resources, he selected Sheridan to 
relieve General Hunter. 


Sheridan proceeded to the Valley and 
established his base of operations at 
Halltown, four miles from Harpers Ferry. 
He moved with caution, incited to this by 
his orders, and inclined to it by his un- 
familiarity with the country and with 
his opponent, Early. General Early was 
aggressive and maneuvered boldly in an 
attempt to force Sheridan into battle. In 
this he was unsuccessful, Sheridan being 
determined to avoid open conflict until 
he could select the time and place. Fed- 
eral cavalry and infantry reconnaissance 
forces were kept busy along Sheridan’s 
front and engagements and skirmishes 
were frequent in and around Winchester 
and up the Valley as far as Fisher’s Hill. 


About the middle of August, Early was 
reinforced by General Kershaw’s divi- 
sion of infantry and General Fitz Lee’s 
division of cavalry, which Lee had sent 
from the Richmond area under command 
of General R. H. Anderson. Grant ad- 
vised Sheridan of the departure of these 
troops from Richmond and told him that 
he believed that the pressure of his lines 
around Richmond soon would force their 


recall, warning him against a general en- 
gagement while these troops remained 
with Early. Grant’s orders were justified 
when, on September 14, Anderson was 
recalled to Richmond taking Kershaw’s 
division with him, but leaving Fitz Lee 
and his cavalry in the Valley. 


Sheridan learned of the departure of 
these troops from information furnished 
by a resident of Winchester and imme- 
diately prepared to move against Early. 
On September 19 Early was in the vici- 
nity of Bunker Hill, where he had gone 
with Rodes, Gordon and Breckenridge to 
drive Averell back toward Charles Town, 
leaving Ramseur to guard Winchester. 
When Sheridan learned of this division 
of Early’s forces he ordered an immedi- 
ate advance against Ramseur at Winches- 
ter, planning to defeat him before Early 
could rejoin him. 


The Federal lst Division of Cavalry 
under Merritt crossed the Opequon on 
the road leading to Stephenson, forcing 
Breckenridge and Wharton to retire. The 
2nd Cavalry Division under Averell ad- 
vanced south along the Martinsburg Pike 
toward Winchester, pushing Fitz Lee’s 
cavalry before them. General J. H. Wil- 
son, commanding the 3rd Cavalry Divi- 
sion, forded the Opequon on the Berry- 
ville Pike at 5 A. M. and forced Ramseur 
to retire from his advanced position on 
the Pike. The cavalrymen remained in 
this position until relieved by the 6th 
Corps under General Wright who follow- 
ed Wilson, the cavalry then moving to 
the east of Winchester in an attempt to 
cut the Valley Turnpike in the Confed- 
erate rear. In this they were unsuccess- 
ful, their advance being barred by cav- 
alry under Lomax. 

The 6th Corps was followed by the 
19th Corps under General Emory and 
the two corps were formed in line of 
battle astride the Berryville Pike at the 
Eversole farm. This line, extending from 
Abram’s Creek to Red Bud Run, covered 
a distance of about one and one-half 
miles. The 8th Corps under Crook was 
held in reserve at the Opequon crossing. 
Ramseur, outnumbered as he was, re- 
sisted stoutly the Federal advance. When 
Early, from his position on the Martins- 
burg Pike, heard firing from Ramseur’s 
position, he hurried with the divisions 
of Rodes and Gordon to his assistance, 


joining Ramseur at about 11 A. M. Rodes 
formed on Ramseur’s left (Rodes was 
killed while forming his line) and Gor- 
don’s division formed the left flank until 
Breckenridge joined at about 2 P. M. At 
noon Sheridan ordered the 8th Corps 
under Crook up from reserve to extend 
the Federal right. At 3 P. M. Crook 
struck the Confederate left flank at 
almost the same time the Ist Cavalry 
Division under Merritt rode against the 
Confederate left. The line broke and 
Early retreated to earthworks at Win- 
chester. At 5 P. M., continued Federal 
pressure broke this line and Early re- 
treated through Winchester and up the 


Valley Pike. 

Sheridan followed Early and defeated 
him again at Fisher’s Hill on September 
22. On October 19 Early attacked Sheri- 
dan’s army at Cedar Creek and suffered 
still another defeat. The Confederate loss 
on September 19 was about 4000 from a 
force of 11,000; Sheridan lost 5665 from 
a force of 42,000. 


The three Federal victories on Sep- 
tember 19, September 22, and October 
19, 1864, at and near Winchester, broke 
Confederate control of that town and 
the Shenandoah Valley, the Federal 
troops remaining in that area during the 
remaining months of the war. 


EOE 


Confederate Regiments at Winchester 


THIRD BATTLE 
September 19, 1864 


INFANTRY 


ALABAMA — 
GEORGIA — 
LOUISIANA — 
NORTH CAROLINA — 


3rd, 5th, 6th, 12th, 61st. 

13th, 26th, 31st, 38th, 60th, 61st. 

Ist, 2nd, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 14th, 15th. 

Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 12th, 14th, 20th, 21st, 23rd, 


30th, 32nd, 43rd, 45th, 53rd, 54th, 57th. 


VIRGINIA — 2nd, 4th, 5th, 13th, 27th, 31st, 33rd, 49th, 52nd, 58th. 
ARTILLERY 
Batteries: Carpenter; Cooper; Bryan; Hardwick; Chapman; Lowry; 
Kirkpatrick; Milledge; Massie. 
CAVALRY 
MARYLAND — Ist. 
VIRGINIA — Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 


19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 25th, 34th, 36th, 37th, 46th, 
62nd Mounted Infantry. 


Infantry: 
Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Infantry: 


Infantry: 


Artillery: 


Infantry: 


Infantry: 


Artillery: 


Infantry: 


Infantry: 
Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Cavalry: 


Infantry: 
Cavalry: 


Infantry: 


Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Infantry: 
Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Infantry: 


Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Infantry: 
Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Infantry: 
Cavalry: 


Infantry: 


Infantry: 
Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Cavalry: 


Artillery: 


Federal Regiments at Winchester 


THIRD BATTLE 
September 19, 1864 


CONNECTICUT 
9th, 12th, 13th. 
Ist. 
2nd Heavy 
ILLINOIS 
23rd. 
INDIANA 
8th, 11th, 18th. 
17th (battery 
IOWA 
22nd, 24th, 28th. 
MAINE 
7th, 12th, 14th, 29th. 
Battery E, 5th. 
MARYLAND 
6th. 
MASSACHUSETTS 


26th, 30th, 34th, 38th. 
2nd, 3rd (dismounted) 
Battery A, 1st. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

14th (battalion). 

NEW JERSEY 
4th, 10th, 14th, 15th. 
3rd. 

NEW YORK 
43rd, 49th, 62nd, 75th, 77th, 106th, 114th, 116th, 121st, 122nd, 128th, 


~131st, 151st, 153rd, 156th, 159th, 160th, 175th, 176th; 90th included with 


160th. 
2nd.oth, oth, 22nd, Zon, 
5th (battery); Batteries 1 and 2, 1st; 5th Heavy; Sth Heavy. 
OHIO 
23rd, 34th, 36th, 91st, 110th, 116th, 122nd, 123rd, 126th. 
2nd, 8th. 
Battery L, Ist. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
47th, 49th, 54th, 61st (bn.), 67th, 82nd, 87th, 93rd, 95th, 96th, 98th, 102nd, 
119th, 138th, 139th. 
6th, 14th, 17th, 18th, 22nd. 
Battery D, Ist. 
RHODE ISLAND 
2nd (bn.) 
1st. 
Batteries C, D and G, Ist. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Ist, 4th, 5th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th. 


Ist, 2nd, 3rd. 

WISCONSIN 
5th. 

VERMONT 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 10th. 
Ist. 
llth Heavy. 

U. S. REGULAR 

1st, 2nd, 5th. 


Batteries L and M, 5th. Horse Artillery: Batteries K and L, 1st, Batteries 
B, D and L, 2nd. 


Battle of Cedar Creek 


October 19, 1864 


Despite the disabling reverses suffered 
at Winchester, September 19, and at 
Fisher’s Hill, September 22, 1864, Lt. 
Gen. Jubal A. Early commanding the 
Second Corps of the Army of Northern 
Virginia, knew that he must still endea- 
vor to prevent the victorious Maj. Gen. 
Philip H. Sheridan from returning de- 
tachments of his force to General Grant, 


opposing General Lee at Petersburg in. 


Eastern Virginia. He knew, also, that to 
accomplish this task he would have to 
mount another offensive. Therefore, 
when Sheridan withdrew Northward 
from Harrisonburg, Early followed. 


The Second Corps. reached Fisher’s 
Hill, its ill-starred battlefield of a month 
ago, on October 13, and discovered the 
Federals encamped upon the _ slopes 
North of Cedar Creek, encircling the 
stately mansion Belle Grove, just south 
of Middletown. Reconnaissance convinc- 
ed Early at first that this position was 
too strong for his weakened army to at- 
tack. The Federal encampment consisted 
of the VI Corps under Maj. Gen. Horatio 
G. Wright, the VIII Corps under Brig. 
Gen. George Crook and the XIX Corps 
under Brig. Gen. William H. Emory. The 
Second Corps had been reinforced by 
the division of Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Ker- 
shaw and a brigade of Cavalry under 
Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser, but Early 
had suffered heavy casualties among his 
officers and his divisions were critically 
short in this respect. In numbers the 
three Corps of Sheridan was greatly 
superior to Early’s five divisions. With 
these circumstances in mind, ‘Old Jube”’ 
Early held his ground at Fisher’s Hill, 
hoping the Federals would attack him or 
withdraw to the North. 

After four days the provisions of the 
Second Corps were nearly exhausted and 
Sheridan was still at Cedar Creek. If the 
Confederates withdrew without a fight, 
Sheridan would be satisfied that they 
were no longer an effective force. He 
could then detach troops from his 
Army for their return to Grant. Early, 
an ardent understudy to Stonewall Jack- 
son, determined to attack. 

Under the cover of night, October 18, 
Maj. Gen. John B. Gordon led the three 
veteran divisions of the Second Corps 
down Fisher’s Hill across the North Fork 
of the Shenandoah, traversed single file 
the northern spur of Massanutten Moun- 
tain beneath Signal Knob, and paused in 


a thicket opposite Bowman’s Ford where 
the night’s bright moon disclosed a Fed- 
eral cavalry outpost, sitting astride their 
mounts midstream the North Fork of the 
Shenandoah. . . Early sent Kershaw along 
the Valley Pike through Strasburg and 
into the woods and fields to Bowman’s 
Mill on Cedar Creek. The Division of 
Gabriel Wharton kept to the Valley Pike 
beyond Strasburg to secure the bridge 
across Cedar Creek. The artillery under 
Col. Tom Carter was to go into position 
on Hupp’s Hill, North of Strasburg. Ros- 
ser’s cavalry ranged to the West and 
North, protecting the Confederate left 
flank; Lomax’s cavalry was sent via Front 
Royal to co-operate with forces on the 
Valley Pike—a too circuitous route as 
events of the coming day developed. A 
small mounted force under Payne ac- 
companied Gordon for the specific as- 
signment of capturing General Sheridan, 
who was believed to have his headquart- 
ers at Belle Grove. 


General Early joined Kershaw at Bow- 
man’s Mill, a mile West of Bowman’s 
Ford. Around 4:30 a.m., he ordered Ker- 
shaw forward. About the same time Gor- 
don dispensed with the cavalry picket at 
Bowman’s Ford, crossed the Shenandoah 
River and deployed up the east face of 
the slopes, driving the completely sur- 
prised and rudely awakened Federals 
from their tents and camp. By the time 
the sun was up, the Confederates were 
successfully advancing in all parts of 
the field. Early had performed in the 
best Jackson tradition. He had attained 
the surprise necessary to catapult an 
army of inferior numbers to a position 
of advantage and near victory over an 
army more than twice its size in num- 
bers. Between sun-up and 10:00 a.m., his 
men had driven Sheridan’s three Corps 
from their respective camps, and from 
their rallying position West of Middle- 
town. While the VI Corps stubbornly 
held their second position, it became a 
buffer for the regrouping of the more 
disorganized VIII and XIX Corps on a 
line of hills Northwest of Middletown, 
more than two miles in rear of their 
camps between Belle Grove and Cedar 
Creek. The Confederates had captured 
1300 prisoners and 18 guns, but Sheridan 
was not among the captured. He had not 
even been on the field. Returning from a 
trip to Washington, he had spent the 
night of October 18 in Winchester. His 


hasty ride of twelve miles to the sound 
of the firing to join his army was the 
subject of a much publicized poem. He 
arrived on the field in the early after- 
noon and helped to reform and steady 
his badly shaken ranks. 


The rapid advance of the Confeder- 
ates had resulted in an intermingling of 
commands requiring some time for re- 
alignment. It was during this interval 
that the effect of the scarcity of officers 
in Early’s command was most felt. Many 
hungry soldiers had dropped from the 
advancing units as the relative luxurious 
camps of the Federals were overrun. 
Plundering became uncontrollable. It 
took more men and more precious time 
to clear the camps of the stragglers and 
to herd them back to the front. Mean- 
while, Gordon was pleading with Early 
to continue the advance, certain that con- 
stant pressure would completely drive 
the demoralized Federals from the field. 
Early hesitated, believing the success of 
his forces already attained was sufficient 
to compel Sheridan’s army to withdraw 
without further inducement. He inter- 
preted their regrouping as a sign of an 
orderly withdrawal and a sufficient vic- 
tory for him without his risking his 
weakened army trying to drive the Fed- 
erals off in rout. 


The delay was disastrous. “Old Jube’s’’ 
initial confidence and jubilation sudden- 
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ly gave way to indecision and concern 
for his army as Federal cavalry activity 
increased on his right. Lomax was too 
far away to arrive in time. Another ad- 
vance was ordered, then countermanded. 
Around 4:30 p.m., six inactive hours after 
the dislodgment of the Federals from 
their second position, Sheridan had ably 
reorganized his beaten army and set it 
in motion against Early. The final de- 
cision of the day was not long in doubt. 
The sheer weight of numbers thrown 
against the Confederates in positions 
more easily taken than susceptible of 
holding soon broke their lines and put 
the men in head-long flight for the op- 
posite bank of Cedar creek and the 
heights of Fisher’s Hill South of Stras- 
burg. The little bridge just beyond Stras- 
burg proved a bottleneck and then col- 
lapsed under the weight. Sheridan re- 
covered his 18 guns and some 20 Con- 
federate guns. Many Federal prisoners 
escaped and many wagons were retaken 
by the Federals. Early’s victory of the 
morning was Early’s defeat and disgrace 
of the evening. Southern clamor against 
him soon resulted in his replacement. 
However, Early’s Second Valley Cam- 
paign had not been wholly in vain. Since 
July 1, he had put out of action some 
14,500 Federal soldiers—as many soldiers 
as he himself had had in infantry in any 
single engagement with his opposition. 
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Opposing Forces — Battle of Cedar Creek 
October 19, 1864 


Federal — Army of the Shenandoah — 
Maj.-Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, Commanding 


Sixth Corps — Maj.-Gen. Horatio G. Wright — Also in command of Army in absence 
of General Sheridan. 
First Divis. 
Ist Brig. — N. J. 4th, 10th & 15th 
2nd Brig. — Conn., 2nd. H. Art.; N. Y., 65th & 121st.; Penna., 95th & 96th 
3rd Brig. — Not engaged; at Winchester. 
Second Divis. ; 
Ist Brig. — N. Y., 62nd; Penna., 93rd, 98th, 102nd & 139th 
2nd Brig. — Vt., 2nd, 3rd*, 4th, 5th, 6th* & 11th H. Art. 
3rd Brig. — Me., Ist (vet.); N. Y. 43rd*, 49th*, 77th, 122nd; Penna., 61st* 
Third Divis. 
Ist Brig. — N. J. 14th; N. Y., 1$6th, 151st, 184th*, Penna., 87th*; Ve., 10th 
2nd Brig. — Md., 6th; N. Y., 9th, H. Art.; Ohio, 110th, 122nd & 126th; Penna.. 
67th & 138th 
Art. Brig. — 5th Me., Ist N. Y., C Ist R. I, G 1st R. I., M 5th U. S. 
Nineteenth Corps — Brig.-Gen. William H. Emory 
First Divis. 
Ist Brig. — Me., 29th; Mass., 30th; N. Y., 90th, 114th, 116th & 153rd 
2nd Brig. — Conn., 12th; N. Y., 160th; Penna., 47th; Vt., 8th 
3rd Brig — Not engaged; guarding wagon train 
Art. — 5th N. Y. 
Second Divis. 
Ist Brig. — Conn., 9th; Me., 12th & 14th; Mass., 26th*; N. H. 14th 
2nd Brig. — Conn., 13th; Ind., 11th; Iowa, 22nd; Mass., 3rd, Dismounted Cav.; 
N. Y., 131st & 159th 
3rd Brig. — Mass., 38th; N. Y., 128th, 156th, 175th* & 176th 
4th Brig. — Ind., 8th & 18th; Iowa, 24th & 28th 
Art. — lst Me. 
Eighth Corps (Army of West Virginia) — Brig.-Gen. George Crook 
First Divis. 
Ist Brig. — Mass., 34th; N. Y., 5th H. Art. (2nd battn.); Ohio, 116th & 123rd 
2nd Brig. — Not engaged; at Winchester 
3rd Brig. — Penna., 54th; W. Va., 10th, 11th & 15th 
Second Divis. 
Ist Brig. — Ohio, 23rd & 36th; W. Va., 5th* & 13th 
2nd Brig. — Ohio, 34th* & 91st; W. Va., 9th & 14th 
Art. Brig. — L, lst Ohio; D, 1st Penna. & B, 5th U. S. 
Provisional Divis. — Only small detachment from lst Brig. and 6th N. Y. H. Art. 
of 2nd Brig. engaged. 
CAVALRY — Brig.-Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert 
First Divis. 
Ist Brig. — Mich., 6th & 7th; N. Y., 6th 
2nd Brig. — N. Y. 4th, 6th, 9th, 19th (1st Dragoons); U. S., K & L, Ist 
Res. Brig. — Mass., 2nd 
Second Divis — U. S., lst, 2nd & 5th 
Ist Brig. Ohio, 8th; Penna., 14th & 22nd 
2nd Brig. — N. Y., lst; W. Va., 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Art. — L, 5th U. S. 
Third Divis. 
Ist Brig. — Conn., 1st; N. Y., 3rd, 2nd & 5th; Ohio, 2nd; Penna., 18th 
2nd Brig. — Ind., 3rd; N. H., 1st; N. Y., 8th & 22nd; Vt., 1st 
Horse Art. — U.S.,B & L, 2nd; C, F & K 3rd 
* Indicates battallion of Unit designated. 
Federal Losses: 644 killed, 3630 wounded, 1591 prisoners. 


Confederate Forces — Second Corps Army of Northern Virginia 


Lt.-Gen. Jubal A. Early, Commanding 


Ramseur’s Divis. 


Battle’s Brig. — Ala., 3rd, 5th, 6th, 12th, & 61st 

Cook’s Brig. — Ga., 4th, 12th, 21st & 44th 

Grimes’ Brig. — N. C. Batt’n. 32nd, 53rd & 2nd; N. C., 43rd & 45th 
Cox’s Brig. — N. C., 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 14th & 30th 


Pegram’s Divis. 
Godwin’s Brig. — N. C., 6th, 21st, 54th & 57th 


Johnston’s Brig. — N. C., 5th, 12th, 20th, 23rd & Ist N. C. Bn. Sharpshooters 
Pegram’s Brig. — Va., 13th, 31st, 49th, 53rd & 58th 


Gordond’s Divis. 


Evans’ Brig. — Ga., 13th, 26th, 31st, 38th, 60th & 61st; 12th Battn. 

Hay’s Brig. — La., 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th & 9th 

Terry’s Brig. — Va., 2nd, 4th, 5th, 27th & 33rd (Stonewall) 21st, 25th, 42nd, 44th, 
48th & 50th; 10th, 23rd & 37th (being fragments of 14 of the regmts. of E. 
E. Johnson Divis.) 

Stafford’s Brig. — La., Ist & 14th, 2nd. 10th & 15th 


Kershaw’s Divis. 


Conner’s Brig. — S. C., 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 8th, 15th & 20th; 3rd Batt’n. 

Wofford’s Brig. — Ga. 16th, 18th & 24th, 3rd Batt’n. Cobb’s Ga. Legion & Phillips’ 
Ga. Legion 

Humphrey’s Brig. — Miss., 13th, 17th, 18th & 21st 

Bryan’s Brig. — Ga., 10th, 50th, 51st & 53rd 


Wharton’s Divis. 


Wharton’s Brig. — 45th, 50th, 51st & 30th Bn. Sharpshooters 
Echols’ Brig. — Va., 22nd, 23rd Bn., 26th Bn. 
Smith’s Brig. — Va., 36th, 60th, 45th Bn., Thomas Leg. 


CAVALRY 


‘ Lomax’s Divis. 

Imboden’s Brig. — Va., 18th, 23rd & 62nd 

McCausland’s Brig. — Va., 14th, 16th, 17th, 25th & 37th Bn. 
BT Johnson’s Brig — Va., 8th, 21st, 22nd, 34th Bn. & 36th. 
Jackson’s Brig. — Md., Ist; Va., 19th, 20th, 46th & 47th Bns. 


Rosser’s Divis. F(itz Lee’s, w.) 
Wickham’s Brig. — Va., Ist,, 2nd, 3rd & 4th 
Rosser’s Brig. — Va., 7th, 11th, 12th & 35th Bn. 
Payne’s Brig. — Va., 5th 6th & 15th 
ARTILLERY 


Braxton, Carter, Cutshaw, Nelson & King’s Battalions Horse Artillery — Md. & 6 
Va. Batter’s. 


Confederate Losses: 1860 killed and wounded; 1200 prisoners 


Notes 
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